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From the Editor:

In this issue of Ideas for Intergenerational Living, we highlight research that
shows that schools do well in communities when older adults have emotional
ties to the area, and children of single parent families show greater academic
achievement when there is a grandparent at home.

We hope you will also enjoy reading and seeing images from the multifaceted
program established by the Youth VVolunteer Corps (Yavapai County,
Arizona).

If you have an intergenerational program or perspective that you would like to
share with others, please let me know. Call 814-863-7871 or e-mail me
msk15@psu.edu.

Thanks.

An Equal Opportunity University Penn State, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Pennsylvania Counties Cooperating
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More Elderly Residents do NOT Necessarily Reduce School Tax Base

Penn State Newswire
Monday, March 7, 2005

University Park, Pa. -- A concen-
tration of senior citizens in a com-
munity can be a financial boon to
a school district, rather than an
adversary, unless the group in-
cludes a high percentage of new-
comers with few, if any, emo-
tional ties with the area, according
to two Penn State experts.

"The 'aging [
of America' By the year 2030, people over
will not age 65 will outnumber those
automati- under 20, reversing the nation’s
cally exac-

. demographic profile.”
erbate fis- grophic prof
cal strains

on public school systems and their
community residents,” said Mi-
chael B. Berkman, associate pro-
fessor of political science. "A
large influx of new arrivals can,
however, have a negative impact
on tax revenues, especially if tax
policies such as property tax re-
bates are in place which, albeit
well-meaning, can reduce annual
per-pupil spending by hundreds of
dollars.”

"When a state provides rebates to
all elderly homeowners (including
those who would have backed
raises in school taxes), officials
must either cut spending for
schools or increase another tax,"
said Eric Plutzer, associate profes-
sor of political science and sociol-

ogy.

Berkman and Plutzer are co-
authors of the paper, "Gray Peril
or Loyal Support? The Effects of
the Elderly on Educational Expen-
ditures,” published in a recent is-

sue of Social Science Quarterly.
Their study examined the impact
of senior citizens on local spend-
ing for public school education.

The researchers used a data set of
more than 9,000 school districts
in 40 states, with people age 60
years and older comprising 18.9
percent of the average
school district in 1990.
Ninety-one percent of
those senior citizens had
lived in the same county
for more than five years.

As expected, long-
time older residents find
higher taxes for public
school education more ac-
ceptable than newcomers,
who favor lower spending.
The differences in spending &
levels depend not only on
the degree of their personal com-
mitment to the host community
but also in the way in which states
and municipalities finance local
public education.

"In some localities, the arrival of
new retirees is not only welcome
but desired and encouraged,”
Plutzer said. "Retirees have dis-
posable income -- a plus for eco-
nomic development -- and appear
to impose few costs on the com-
munity. They tend to be property-
owners, they do not increase the
number of school children, they
commit few crimes, and they in-
cur social services, such as medi-
cal care, often funded by state or
federal government rather than by
local agencies.”

"By the year 2030, people over age
65 will outnumber those under 20,
reversing the nation’s demographic
profile,"” Berkman said. "As baby
boomers' age and life expectancy
increases, political decisions, in-
cluding those related to education,
will be more and more influenced
by the needs and preferences of
older Americans."

Plutzer added, "Nevertheless, our
results show that the aging of
America does not in any sense pose
a threat to school funding, a budget
category that overall is currently
larger than
that of the De-
fense Depart-
ment. Our

8% data indicates
2 that the great
majority of
senior citizen
residents will support educational
funding if they feel an emotional
attachment to the community.”

(By Paul Blaum, 814-865-9481,
abl5@psu.edu

A Reminder about the ICIP
(International Consortium for
Intergenerational Programmes)
Conference in Melbourne 2006

The ICIP conference Web site now
describes the seven conference

themes. Please begin to think
about submitting papers, etc. The
conference Web site is at:
http://conferences.vu.edu.au/icip,
or contact Susan Feldman
at Susan.feldman@vu.edu.au.
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The Golden Opportunity—Grandparenting

Today’s Grandparents

Written by.: Andrea Bressler, CFCS, M.S., Extension Educator
Penn State Cooperative Extension Clearfield County

Today’s Young Children . ..

It is easy to feel that you have little in common with
today’s children — your grandchildren. Yes, many
factors in today’s world differ from your experiences
growing up; but many concepts remain the same.

I'll share ten important facts to remember about your
grandchildren and all young children living in today’s
fast paced world.

1. Young children are beginners, they learn through
their mistakes. Do not expect them to be perfect,
be patient with them. Give them time to learn
from their mistakes and to learn with repeti-
tion.

. Young children are noisy and should be
noisy. They learn by talking and working in a
very active manner. Plan hands-on activities
that do not require being quiet and a lot of
listening. You can enjoy the quiet after their
visit.

. Young children are observers. They learn
through watching you closely and modeling
your behavior. Expect them to do as you do,
not as you say. Expect to hear your words
coming from their mouths.

. Young children are active. They learn i'h

through using all of their senses: touch,

sight, sound, taste, and smell. Plan activities

which stimulate more than one sense and

include movement. Unlike adults, young children
will become more tired by sitting than by move-
ment. You can rest up after their visit.

. Young children are curious and inquisitive. They
want the answer and understanding of what’s
happening around them, and look for this infor-
mation from the important people in their lives.
Pay attention to their interests and their conver-
sations. Plan activities around their interests, not
just your own interests.

Penn State Intergenerational Program: http://intergenerational.cas.psu.edu
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6. Young children have their own ideas and “pretend”
worlds. While playing, children are in control of
the actions and decide the outcomes. Plan for
and encourage their play by providing time, mate-
rials, and a supportive learning environment. In-
clude imaginary playmates in your discussions.

7. Young children are tender and young. They will
learn best in a caring, secure environment. They
need your patience, consistency and security.
Give them this support and they will develop trust

x : and be willing to learn by
trying new ideas and differ-
ent methods.

8. Young children need to
feel competent and capa-
ble. Learning how to do
something well helps a
child feel proud of her ca-

' pabilities. Plan a variety of

4 1 9. Young children are ego-

~ + centric and social. Chil-

~ dren learn through interac-

| tion with objects and peo-
ple. Help children experi-
ence other points of view
through language, model-

ing and cooperative activities. Talk with them

about your friendships.

10.

Young children are unique and different. Each
child has her own developmental timetable. They
are learning at different levels; their learning levels
may vary daily. Plan for individual and small
group activities. Plan for difficult and easy activi-
ties. Provide many opportunities for children to
choose what they will do.

(Reference: Alice M. Meckley)
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Today’s Grandparents

Written by.: Andrea Bressler, CFCS, M.S., Extension Educator
Penn State Cooperative Extension Clearfield County

Collecting Insects

You and your grandchild can collect all kinds of flying,
crawling and wiggling insects with a variety of nets, traps
and tricks.

Hide and Seek: Play a simple game of hide and seek
and look for insects hiding beneath fallen logs and rocks.
A host of critters live in these damp places. Try to sort
the insects from the other types of critters living there. Be
sure to close the ‘door’ gently and replace the ‘roof’ as
you leave.

Drop in for Dinner: Bury empty tin cans in the soil with
the opening at ground level. Add various bait to the can
traps: pieces of fruit, raw meat, molasses, and peanut
butter. Try putting several cans in one location and vary-
ing the bait from can to can. This is a great way to lure in
many kinds of crawling insects.

Shake Rattle and Roll: Lay a white sheet underneath a
bush or shrub, then shake nearby bushes, or rattle the
grasses and weeds with a stick and watch the hidden in-
sects roll into view on the sheet. Many of the insects will
play dead and lie still. Use a magnifying glass to observe
them closely.

How Sweet It Is: Many insects love sweet treats. Make a
sweet solution using molasses or sugar and a mashed
banana. Use an old brush and paint some of this sticky
goo on a tree, fence post, or log. Leave it for at least 30
minutes, and then come back to see what insects have
discovered the sweet treat.

Take a Dip: Use wire mesh kitchen strainers to collect
aquatic insects. Use the strainer to sample critters swim-
ming through the water and to dredge up those living in
the muck at the bottom of the pond or stream. Have two
buckets nearby, one for your first scoops from the pond,
and a second bucket for transferring individual insects
from the first one.

(Reference: Project Seasons, Shelburne Farms, 1995)

Spring 2005
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Websites of Interest:

"Eldertopia: A Vision for Old Age in a New
World," by William H. Thomas (AARP Global
Aging Program Perspectives, April 2005).
http://www.aarp.org/research/international/persp
ectives/apr_05_eldertopia.html.

Livable Communities Report
Addresses Family Caregiving Issues

"Beyond 50.05-A Report to the Nation on Livable
Communities: Creating Environments for Suc-
cessful Aging" is the latest in AARP's Beyond 50
series. The report presents a new agenda for
examining, building, and retrofitting communities
to support successful aging. In particular, the
report points out that caregivers and other family
members often assist with the transportation
needs of non-driving older adults; this can be a
source of lost work time and caregiver stress.

http://www.aarp.org/research/press-center/
presscurrentnews/beyond50 05.html

From the National Center on Caregiving/Family
Caregiver Alliance (Caregiving PolicyDigest,
Vol. 5, #8, May 17, 2005).

Vol. 5, No. 2
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A Grandparent at Home Buffers the Drawbacks of Single-Parenthood

Cornell University News Service
Monday, May 2, 2005

Ithaca, NY -- Many studies have
shown that children living in a
single-parent family tend to do
worse academically and receive
less intellectual stimulation than
children living with married par-
ents. Having a grandparent in the
home, however, appears to buffer
some of these negative effects,
according to a new Cornell Uni-
versity study.

"When looking at children's test
scores, we find that children who
live with a single mom and a
grandparent fare just as well as
children living with married par-
ents,"” says Rachel Dunifon, assis-
tant professor of policy analysis
and management in the College of
Human Ecology at Cornell.
"These findings contradict the
idea that living with two married
parents is the primary situation in
which children can thrive."

mother, including 16 percent of
white children and 51 percent of
African-American children. Of
these children, 13 per-
cent also lived with a
grandparent in the
household.

The role of grandpar-
ents in single-parent
families can be impor-
tant to policy. "For
example, some welfare ®
policies for single
mothers try to encour- |
age marriage because
the common thinking
is that children fare best when liv-
ing with married parents,” says
Dunifon.

Dunifon and co-author Lori
Kowaleski-Jones, assistant pro-
fessor of family and consumer
studies at the University of Utah,
presented their findings at the

Using data from Population

the N_atio_nal “Grandparents can serve as an Assocjation of
Longitudinal important source of potential strength America ain_
Survey of Youth, . nual meeting,
Dunifon found for youth as they make their way April 1, in
that living with a through the transition of adolescence Philadelphia.
S_ingle mOt_her_i§ into adulthood.” ) )
linked to signifi- Dunifon is
cant declines in launching a

academic achievement. In con-
trast, the test scores of children
who live in single-mother families
that also contain a grandparent do
not significantly differ from chil-
dren in married-couple families,
she says.

In 2003 about 23 percent of all
U.S. children lived with a single

new study on the role of grand-
parents in the lives of adolescent
grandchildren with a new
$300,000 grant over five years
from the William T. Grant Foun-
dation Scholars Program. The
study will include not only analy-
ses of several longitudinal data-
sets but also in-depth interviews
to assess interactions between

grandparents and adolescent grand-
children.

"With longer life spans,
more children living
without both biological
parents and more grand-
parents raising grandchil-
dren, we need to better
understand the role of
grandparents during the
vulnerable adolescence
period,” says Dunifon.
"Grandparents can serve
as an important source of
potential strength for
youth as they make their
way through the transition of adoles-
cence into adulthood.”

In addition to studying the role of
grandparents in single-mother fami-
lies, Dunifon will also examine chil-
dren who do not live with either par-
ent and who are being raised by
grandparents. This, too, is an impor-
tant policy concern, Dunifon says.

"Some states, including New York,
require by law that when children
are removed from their homes, rela-
tives must first be contacted for po-
tential caregiving before the child
goes into foster care with strangers,"
she said. "Also, in some states,
grandparents raising grandchildren
don't have access to the same kinds
of support programs as foster par-
ents. For all these reasons, it's impor-
tant to do more research on how
children fare when being raised by
their grandparents.”

(By Susan Lang, Cornell University News Ser-
vice, 607-255-6074, pressoffice(@cornell.edu)
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Program Profile: (Youth Volunteer Corps in Yavapai County, Arizona)
by Cindy Craig, Youth Volunteer Corps Program Director (vouthvolunteers@cableone.net)

The Youth Volunteer Corps is a
three year old service based program
in Yavapai County, Arizona. Its
mission is to create and increase vol-
unteer opportunities for young peo-
ple, ages 11-17, in order to enrich
their lives, address community
needs, and develop a lifetime of
commitment to service. The Corps
recently became a partner with the
new Generations United of Yavapai
County, a Community for All Ages
initiative.

With over 500 student Corps mem-
bers involved in service learning-
oriented programs, our youth have
all sorts of intergenerational experi-
ences. Italso helps that we partner
with assisted living facilities, librar-
ies, parks and recreation agencies,
and schools. There are all sorts of
intergenerational friendships that
emerge from our many programs and
activities. As testimony to the
warmth of the intergenerational rela-
tionships that we see emerging on a
daily basis, we frequently hear com-
ments such as, “Our Grand Friends
have time to listen to us and they
really care” and “These kids are
really sweet.” The interaction is also
inspiration for both age groups. Our
youth have been able to hear stories
from an elderly gentleman who used
to work with Einstein and a woman
who used to be in the circus riding

elephants. Great stories!!

made a big impression on the teens.

Here are some images of our pro-
grams in action:

Intergenerational Story Telling:
Grand Friends meet at Barnes and
Noble several times a year to read
books with intergenerational themes
together.

Sock Hop: An Intergenerational
Dance. Entrance into the dance
was donation of a pair of socks to
go to the homeless shelter. The
teens taught the seniors the
Chicken Dance and the seniors
taught the youth how to waltz and
the etiquette of escorting your
partner to the dance floor including a
bow and curtsy.

[ D~
Luau: Second Wind Dreams is a na-
tional program to grant dreams for
seniors. The youth interviewed sen-
iors asking about several wishes: |
always wanted to be, | always wanted
to go, | always wanted to have, or |
wish | could do this again. These la-
dies all wanted to go to Hawaii. The
local college was doing a Luau so
these students attended the luau with
their senior friends. They all received
leis, were announced in the program,
and were treated like royal queens.

Prescott Air Fair: This young
group of teens was honored by serv-
ing as the hosts for the P-40 pilot
reunion. At the reunion were the
famous Tuskegee Airmen, and they
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