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From the Editor:

Thisisavery exciting time for the intergenerational
field. Here are afew reasonswhy:

B Therecent Generations United bi-annual
conference (October 14-18, 2003) drew a
record number of participants, including
representatives from 12 countries.

B |Inrecent weeks, full scale storieson
intergenerational programs and practices have
been appearing in high profile medialike the
Wall Street Journal and National Public Radio.

B Increased public concern about kinship care
(e.0., grandparents caring for grandchildren) is
galvanizing legislation and new programs at
the state and national levels.

B With EPA sponsorship, Generations United,
Penn State University, and a handful of other
organizations are collaborating on anew
initiative to draw attention to intergenerational
approaches for addressing environmental
health issues.

In thisissue of the newdletter, we'll provide an update
of the Penn State Intergenerational Program, note
progress being made in the kinship care arena, and
highlight new intergenerational resources such as
Sagesfor the Ages, developed by the University of
Maryland.

Matt Kaplan, Associate Professor
Intergenerational Programs & Aging
Penn State University

for Intergenerational

Living Newsletter

What’s New with the Penn Sate
I nter generational Program?

The Penn State Intergenerational Program, rooted in
Penn State Cooperative Extension, is“coming of
age.” We have steadily been adding instructional
materials and other content to our Website, including
alisting of over 1,000 intergenerational references.
The Website also has anew look and simpler organi-
zation. If you haven't seen the sitein awhile, check it
out at: http://intergenerational .cas.psu.edu.

Here are some other highlights:

Major Program Areas: The Program “Umbrella”
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In each of these areas, there is aresearch component
and an outreach component. The research involves
developing and piloting new approaches for bringing
the generations together. Research resultsinform the
outreach agenda. The ultimate goal isto bring effec-
tive intergenerational strategies to bear on some of the
vital problemsin the state of PA and beyond.

(What's New continued on page 3)
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New Course on Intergenerational Programming

CourseTitle: Together We Thrive: Intergenerational
Programs and Possibilities

Duration: 9-12 hours
Course Objectives:

* To provide participants with afun, hands-on
introduction to the world of “intergenerational
programming.”

» To motivate participants to explore and begin
experimenting with intergenerational model s that
are appropriate for the settingsin which they live/
work.

Course Description:

Thistwo-day course is ahands-on introduction to the
world of “intergenerationa programming,” i.e.,
programs and activitiesaimed at bringing different
generations together for mutual benefit. Through
videos, exercises, fieldwork experiences, and discus-
sion, participants are provided with basic ideas and
resources to support their ventures into the
intergenerational arena. Emphasisis placed on
learning how to develop program strategies that
address organizational goals and objectives, meet
local needs, and utilize local resources. To help
participants get started with their own programming
efforts, they will receive ahands-on introduction to
fiveintergenerational program packages available
through Penn State Cooperative Extension. These are
accessible, easy to use resources designed to promote
intergenerational communication activitiesin arange
of community facilities.

The course itself is conducted as an intergenerational
experience; college students, older adult volunteers,
and “lifelong learners’ areinvited to join profession-
alsworking in educational, human service, and
environmental settings for this shared learning experi-
ence.

Presentation overheads and handouts for all
sessions are put on CD.

Instructor:

Matt Kaplan, Ph.D. Associate Professor
Intergenerational Programs and Aging
Penn State University
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Background:

This course was piloted twice during the spring of

2003:

1. A six-session course (1 %2 hours each session),
conducted from March-April, 2003, was jointly
sponsored by Penn State University and the Com-
munity Academy for Lifelong Learning, anot-for-
profit, volunteer-driven organization in Centre
County that provides mature adults with an array
of educational programs and recreational experi-
ences. Course participants consisted of 12 senior
adults and 8 young people (mostly undergraduate
and graduate students).

2. Anintensive two-day course was offered by the
University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension
Service, June 4-5, 2003. The 40 people who took
part in this statewide training program consisted of
family and consumer science educators and their
colleaguesin the fields of aging, volunteerism, and
community devel opment.

To find out more about how to offer a“ Together We
Thrive’ coursein your area, contact Matt Kaplan,
Intergenerational Programs and Aging specialist at
Penn State University: (814) 863-7871; E-mail:
msk15@psu.edu.

Penn State Research Highlighted in
Testimony Submitted to EPA

Generations United, a national membership organiza-
tion focused on intergenerational policies and pro-
grams, was recently invited by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to provide testimony at a public
listening session for devel oping the National Agenda
on the Environment and the Aging. In their testimony,
they highlighted preliminary results from the disserta-
tion research of Nike Liu, adoctoral candidate in the
Department of Agricultural and Extension Education,
aformal evaluation study which indicates the value
and effectiveness of an intergenerational environmen-
tal education program. Thetitle of Nike's dissertation
is: “ Effectiveness of an Intergenerational Approach for
Enhancing Knowledge and Promoting Positive Atti-
tudes about the Environment.”

To see acopy of the full testimony from GU, go to:
http://intergenerational .cas.psu.edu/EnvEd.html.

(What's New continued on page 4)
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New Program Resources

PENNSTATE

ﬁ College of Agricultural Sciences

A Guidebook for Early Childhood Practitioners
Developing an
Intergenerational
Program

in You'

Easy to use information on effective practices Early Childhood Care

for finding, training, and involvi i dul .

or finding, training, and involving senior adult and Education Center

volunteers in early childhood programs.

Additional materials available online at www.intergenerational.cas.psu.edu/earlychildhood.html.

Developed by Matthew Kaplan, Associate Professor, Intergenerational Programs and Aging; Linda Duerr, Director of the Child Development Lab;
Wendy Whitesell, Director of the Bennett Family Center; Linda Merchant, Community Academy for Lifelong Learning; Dana Davis, Program
Coordinator, Penn State Early Childhood Education Intergenerational Program; and Elizabeth Larkin, Associate Professor, University of South Florida

Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity, and the diversity of it'sworkforce. © The Pennsylvania State University 2003

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEDR
DETACH FORM ON DOTTED LINE

Developing an

Intergenerational Order Form
Png ram Date Quantity
in Youf Amount Enclosed $

Early Childhood Care Ship to:
and Education Center

AGRS-89 Organization
Attention
$10.00 per Guidebook
plus $5.00 S & H (per order) Address
City State Zip Code

Detach and return thisorder form to: Phone

PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTION CENTER

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

112 AG ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802 Allow three weeks for delivery.
PHONE: 814-865-6713

FAX: 814-863-5560

Call 877-345-0691 to order by Visa or MasterCard.

(What's New continued on page 5)
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PENNSTATE

ﬁ College of Agricultural Sciences

New Resource Available Soon

Intergenerational
Activities Sourcebook (90 Pages)

« A new resource for educators, human service practitioners, recreation specialists, senior adult
program staff, child care staff, community development specialists, and others committed to
bringing the generations together.

A compilation of over 50 “best practice” intergenerational activites.

+ Mix and match activities to meet your program goals and participants’ interests.

+ Foreward by Donna Butts, Executive Director, Generations United.

Developed by Matthew Kaplan, Associate Professor, Intergenerational Programs and Aging, and Lydia Hanhardt, Program Associate,
Department of Agricultural and Extension Education, The Pennsylvania State University.

Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity, and the diversity of it's workforce. © The Pennsylvania State University 2003

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEDR
DETACH FORM ON DOTTED LINE

For more information, please contact Matt Kaplan at (814) 863-7871, or e-mail msk15@psu.edu,
or check on the Web http://intergenerational.cas.psu.edu/Curricula.html in a few weeks for the order form.
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Update on Kinship Caregiving

Press Release from the
U.S. Census Bureau

Dave McMahon CB03-CN.70

Public Information Office

(301) 763-3691 or 763-3620 (fax)

(301) 457-1037 (TDD) Multimedia Page

E-mail: pio@census.gov

Audio News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2003)

“Skipped Generation” Households

One-Third of GrandparentsWho Carefor Grand-
children Livein Households With No Parents
Present ALEXANDRIA, VA — One-third of grandparent
caregiverslived in “skipped generation” households
where neither parent of the grandchild was present,
according to aU.S. Census Bureau report released
today. The report is based on Census 2000 data.

Today at the 12th Generations United International
Conference, the Census Bureau released areport on
nearly six million grandparents who lived with their
grandchildren under age 18 in 2000. Of the grandpar-
ents living with their grandchildren, more than 40
percent were the grandchildren’s primary caregivers.

The report, Grandparents Living With Grandchildren:
2000 (pdf), shows the geographic distribution of
grandparents living with grandchildren and serving as
caregivers, aswell asthe length of time the grandpar-
ents cared for the grandchildren. The percentage of
grandparent caregiverswho lived in poverty asois
shown.

Some highlights from the report:

* Almost all grandparents responsible for grandchil-
dren were either the householder or the
householder’s spouse (94 percent).

» Coresident grandparents younger than 60 were
more likely to be grandparent caregiversthan were
grandparents age 60 and over — 50 percent and 31
percent, respectively.

» Racia and ethnic differencesin grandparent
coresidence and caregiving were prominent. Al-
though the majority of grandparents living with
grandchildren were non-Hispanic white (2.7 mil-
lion), they comprised only 2 percent of the non-
Hispanic white population age 30 and over. By
comparison, 6 percent to 10 percent of other racial

and ethnic groups lived with their grandchildren.

for I ntergenerational
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* While 8 percent each of the black, American
Indian, and Alaska native and Hispanic populations
age 30 and over lived with grandchildren, Hispan-
icswere less likely than blacks or American Indi-
ans and Alaska natives to be caregiversfor these
grandchildren: 35 percent versus 52 percent and 56
percent, respectively.

e Just over six percent of Asians age 30 and over
were grandparents living with grandchildren, but
only 20 percent of them were primary caregivers.

* Nineteen percent of grandparent caregiverswere
living in poverty in 1999. The highest proportion of
grandparent caregiversin poverty wasin the South
(21 percent), and the lowest proportions were in the
West and the Midwest (16 percent and 15 percent,
respectively).

The data are based on responses from the sampl e of

households that received the census long form, about

1-in-6 nationally, and are subject to sampling and
nonsampling error.

Press Release (October 16, 2003)
CONTACT: Kate Philips (717-783-1116)

Governor Rendell (PA) Praises
Bill to Assist Kinship Caregivers
in Foster Care System

HARRISBURG, PA — At aceremonial bill signing today
praising kinship caregiversfor their positive impact
on the lives of children, Governor Edward G. Rendell
showed his continuing commitment to the children of
Pennsylvania.

“Kinship caregivers provide safe and nurturing homes
that provide awide range of benefits for our chil-
dren,” said Governor Rendell. “Kinship care pre-
serves family connections by placing childrenin a
familiar setting, around people who have a better
understanding of their physical and emotional needs.
And for children who cannot be reunited with their
families, it expeditiously provides them with perma-
nency, creating less disruption in their lives.”

“Thislegidation lets Pennsylvania's kinship
caregivers know that we value the positive impact that
they are making in the lives of our children.”

(Continued on page 7)
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The Kinship Care Program mandates that a child
placed in foster care should be placed in the care of a
relative if possible and, if placement with arelative
is not possible, the county must document why such
placement was not possible. The new law, whichis
effective in six months, aso ensures that children
under the care of kin other than their parents are
provided the same benefits as children cared for by
foster parents.

Governor Rendell, joined by Public Welfare Secretary
Estelle Richman and Lance Simmens, Executive
Director of the Governor’s Cabinet on Children and
Families, conducted a ceremonial signing of the legis-
lation, House Bill 297, at the
Neighborhood Center in
Harrisburg. Thelegidation,
sponsored by state Rep.
Rosita Youngblood (D-
Philadel phia) was signed
into law by Governor
Rendell on September 30.

For children in the foster
care system, the bill:

* Requiresthat caseworkers must consider family
members first when trying to place achild into a
home.

» Ensuresthat akin caring for achild will be paid
the same amount as any other foster parent.

* Ensuresthat paymentsto akin providing care
would not be taken into consideration when
evaluating eligibility for other social services.

Governor Rendell said the legidlation supports the
federal Adoption and Safe FamiliesAct, which re-
quiresthat “fit and willing” relatives receive first
consideration when placing children. Today, about
4,000 Pennsylvaniachildren - or 20 percent of all
childrenin foster care - live with relatives.

oS
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Sages of the Ages:

Soriesthat Touch and Teach
A New Program from the University of Maryland

Sages of the Ages: Storiesthat Touch and Teach isa
collaborative project of the University of Maryland, the
College of Health and Human Performance, the Depart-
ment of Family Studies, Maryland Cooperative Exten-
sion, and the Maryland Family Community Education
organization. Sages of the Ages benefits youth, adults
in their middle years, and older adults by fostering a
variety of experiences, including storytelling, project
leadership, and community engagement.

The goals of Sages of the Ages are:

» To build resilience capacity through intergenerational
storytelling

» Tofoster the development of important life skills

» To encourage community involvement and help teens
make a difference in the lives of other people

» To promote interaction between teens and older adults

As noted in the Website describing the program,
http://www.hhp.umd.edu/FM ST/Sages/home.htm:

“Asolder adultslook back on their lives, with the benefit
of the passage of time for perspective, they can recall
many stories of such times. Embedded in those stories
are lessons on life which can be shared with others--
youthsfilled with energy and a seemingly unending
future--adultsfilled with experience and a future coming
to an end. These youths and adults can learn from each
other and in so doing strengthen their individual lives and
the life of society in general. Gathering and sharing those
storiesisthe intent of Sages of the Ages: Storiesthat
Touch and Teach. Themesfor the stories in Sages of
the Ages are based on resiliency research, which tellsus
that individuals and families can develop protective and
recovery factorsthat get them through the challenges of
life.”

Sages of the Ages is designed and developed by:

Bonnie Braun, Ph.D., Program Director

Stephanie Grutzmacher, Graduate Research Assistant

Laura Hoard, Graduate Research Assistant

Lindsey Jones, Administrative Assistant
Annette Dow, Graphic Designer

Contact information:
Bonnie Braun, Ph.D., Program Director
Department of Family Studies
University of Maryland

1204 Marie Mount Hall
College Park, MD 20742

Telephone: 301-405-3581
Facsimile: 301-314-9161

E-mal: sages@qlueumd.edu

-7 -
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June 3-5, 2004: Save These Dates for
Inter national Conference at the University of Victoria (Canada)

Global Challenges - Future Directions

Intergenerational Programmes, Research and Secial Policy
e 35, 1RGO Umiwerwity of Naotoria O Viotoria, Sriteb Colombia GUSADE

The International Consortium for
Intergenerational Programmes (ICIP)

will hold its second biennial conference on
June 3-5, 2004
at the University of Victoria,
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
Themes:

B Viewing Participants as Resources for One Another, Communities and
Societies: Intergenerational Solidarity Toward a Better World

B Research, Practice, Policy: Interrelated Dimensions of a Developing
Field

B Intergenerational Programmes, Poverty and HIV/AIDS

B The Impact of Economic Policies on Intergenerational Relationships
Around the World

Please check the conference Website for more information about:

> International keynote presenters
> Call for proposals and papers - (DUE November 15, 2003)
> Registration and housing

http://web.uvic.ca/cyc/icip

Matthew Kaplan, Ph.D.

Sate Extension Specialist, Intergenerational Programs and Aging
Department of Agricultural and Extension Education

323 Agricultural Administration Building

University Park, PA 16802 E-mail: msk15@psu.edu 814-863-7871

For moreinformation on the Penn Sate Inter gener ational Program, visit our Website:
http://inter gener ational.cas.psu.edu

This publication is available in aternative media on request.

© The Pennsylvania State University 2003

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment without
regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It isthe
policy of the University to maintain an academic and work environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits
discrimination and harassment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexua orientation,
or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all inquiries
regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802, Tel
814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY.
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