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While housing and lifestyle
needs vary greatly by gen-
eration, a Penn State Unj-
versily asso-
ciate  pro-
{ fessor says
i younger and
| older people
‘not only
can coexist
peacefully,
but can ben-
-ef1y from

ences.

That should be taken into
consjderation when building
and adapting “active adult”
communities, senjor centers
and long-term care facilities,
Matthew Kaplan suaid.

“It’s not just the environ-
ment. It’s program design and

policies,” said Kaplan, who
explores  intergenerational
siudies.

Eaplan was part of a panel
that addressed land Dlanners
in Adams County. , last

believe comununities in south-
central Pennsylvania aftract
Maryland retirees because
pensions and Social Security
are not taxed in the common-
wealth.

“There’s a
let to suggest
that we have

tor Phil Targquino said.

On Tuesday, the Cham-
bersburg Flanning and Zon-
ing Commission will discuss
the pending development of
a 32-unit senior apartment
building on West Washington
Street. The project, planned
for a portion of the South-
gate Shopping Center, would
be developed by Chambers-
burg Senior Housing LP and
Interfaith Housing Alliance in
partnership with Paran Man-
agement and Pirhl Developers
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A market study com-
pleted for that project
found a need for senior

“housing . with  easy
access to downtown

amenities, Planning and:

Zoning Administrator

Phil Wolgemuth said. A

. iransportation plan was
submitted for the proj-
ect, he said.

Other options  for
active senior citizens in
Chambersburg include
Cottage Green, an eight-
story building formerly
known as United Tow-
ers, and apartments at

Orchard Run. Wolge-
muth said.
Steve Niebler, direc-

tor of the Adams Counly
Office for Aging, criti-
cized Chambershurg
and cther soulth-central
Pennsylvania cemmuni-
ties for traditionally cre-
ating high-rise nursing
homes and apartment
complexes on the edge
of town, amidst historic
two-story houses and
buildings. He guessed
any visitor to fown could
identify those buildings.

“They’re going to go,
‘Oh, that’s where the old

[ e N

week regarding Aqoueq that
affect seniop u*lmm Experts
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people live. There’ s the
tower” Niebler said.

“l1 would object to
that éharacterization,”
Wolgemuth said. .
think Chambersburg has
a nice :assortment’ for
seniors. We have a littie

bit of everything.”

In Washington Town-

ship in southern Frank-
lin County, -an “active
adult” . community is
plannéd in what will be
known - as the Layman
Ridge Condominiums.
These 18 duplexes and
43 town houses would he
built near Wal-Mart in

" Rouzerville.

Niebler said he sees
benefits and disadvan-
tages {o designated com-
munities for peopie ages
55 and older.

“Is it good to wall off
seniors? What happens
when they're 75, 802"
Niebler asked,
the communities often
are planned in “the mid-
dle of nowhere” in town-
ships that ‘don't have
access {0 amenities.

On the plus side, the
communities provide
social opportunities
for people with similar
interests, Niebler said.

The Washington Town-
ship preject would be

wu}un walklng distance

of rEStaurants

saying

beneficiai activities,

people mov-
ing to this
area for that
very  rea-
4 son,” Frank-
lin  County
(Pa.) Plan- of Ohio.

rung Dlrec- _

" banks
and retailers, but Frank-
lin County does not have
a commuter bus or taxi

« System.

“You find out really
fast who your - friends
are when you need a
ride somewhere every
day,” Niebler said.

" One of Niebler’s favor-
ite options for seniors
are what once ‘were
called:- “granny flats.”
Now known as accesso-
ry dwellings, the mobile
homes or olther tempo-
rary- structures allow
older family members
to live somewhat inde-
pendently and civilly, he
said.

Those can be difficult
to establish in dense bor-
oughs, but many allow
accessory dwellings if
they meet property line
setback reguirements.

Kaplan praised the
practices of other cul-
tures, specifically high-
lighting an. established
pregram in Spain that
matches studenis who
need  housing  with
seniors who need care
assistance. He's a pro-
ponent of bringing gen-
eralions together in a
way that gives everyone
a purpose in mulually
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