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Pan

-

mtergenera,tlo

living
can provide

" Iitergenerational
-afrangements

homes: for those who cannot:

. afford:or are unable to live oo
theii' own, It also:can' foster
“greater! understanding - and
respect between: generations
and contribute to building
more cohesive communities.”

Matfhew Kaplan; an associ-
ate ©' professor - of
Intergenerational  Programs
and “Agirig "at Penn State
University, offered the sugges-
tion:' Monday evening at a
workshop = held to discuss
intergenerational * housing.
issues. The workshop was held’
at  the -Adams County-
Agricultural - and
“Resource Center. i

Thtergenerational plogmms
differ from multi-generational
programs pnmarily by their
level " of . tross- Oeneratlonal
. involvement.

“It’s almost like recreating a
cornmmnty we knew growing
ap,” he said,, “(in which) peo: ©
plé feel comfartable saying,. ‘1
know you, ['know your. mém;
‘and*I'm. going to tell her next
time I see her.”

. He explainéd that programs
that seek ‘to.bring generations

-together typically fall on a
seven-step continuum ranging
from young and old merely

" Natural. .

readmg about each other,,hut

‘each having, no-real involve-

ment with the other,.to _cre_-
ation of- continuing: programs
that actively and continually,

invelve members of all'gener-,

ations. ...

" “Omnce people start. to. know
one another, Lhey start seeing
themselves differently,”
Kaplan said.

Ofien,.the need for intergen-
erational . housing . appears. at
the young and old ends of the
age scale, and affects the gen-

eration in .the middle — the-

Sandwich Generation — as it
attempts to provide home for
young people in need of lodg-
ing while they ‘find work, and:
oldér people who may need
some. assistance jn their daily
~lives. :
At the younger end are.often.
college students, either with
degrees and looking for work
in their ¢hosen fields, or stu-
dents attempting to betier their
career opportunities by pursu-
ing a.college'degree.

“I'im 18-10-25, . 26,7 said

‘Harrisburg Area . Community
College

] __Studem..- " Life
Coordinator. Jessica Knouse..

“I.live in my parents base-

meni,.I'm %avmg up:to buy a.
house.”
“This is.me, this is my life,”

‘she-added.

She has worked as a long-
term substitute . teacher;
ameng her subjects was teach-
ing young people to think.

and :

el Workshop seeks to ralse
al awareness

,;;i.bout where . the were gom g
to live. after hught school

HACC students : typically -
live with parents of relatives
Or,. SOmeLmes,, rooDRmIAates.
They often have not chésen &
field in which to major, and
may. have dependents. They.
may  have family support,
allowing them to work limited
hours and maximize stady |
time, or have little family sup-
port. and must. have full-time |
Jjobs while: attencllno suho@l

: part-ume

Older citizens have a differ-:
ent ‘set of problems,. trans-
portation.often high onthe list. -
A new bus service scheduled
to: begin in Gettysburg may

. help, but potential ‘riders may
-have to learn to-ride the bus.

. “What we’ ve.got to do now |

1§, train people to ride. the

thing,”  said: Steve  Niebler,
director of:the Adgms 'Counr,y
Office. for Aging. “Hey, we're
Americans. We have:car kays
in-our pecket.” ;

Another point mentloned
during the discussion were the'
practicality of 55-and-over
housing, which could provide
attractive soeial: benefits .to-
residents, but also could: wail-
them off from'th& rest of the
c.(}mmumty

“In-general, mummpal plan—
ning . commissions- ‘aren g
thinking about intergenera-
tionat issues,” said. Judy

_ Chambers,

{See HOUSING Page AS).

Housing —

(Ccmt]nued from-Page A3)
Penn-  State University
‘Extension  Educator  for
€ommunity: Development &
Land Use. “These are issues
we need ‘- get somehow. in
front of (municipal planners).”
¢ She suggested Monday
night’s discussion.could :be an
introduction to. another hous-
ing-related ~ seminar  next
month. The session, and the
remamder of the spring-sched-
Ole; is sponsored by
Pfartncrship for Land!
Education: The serigs. of free
seminars includes:

* ¢ Feb. 26: Grants for Land’

Conservation-Projects;

the.
Use.

v March 4: Affordah]e and
Workforce: Huuqmg, -

¢ March. 13 bervmg the
Lating Commumty,

v March 250 N;atura‘l
Resource Protection 101; and

+* March 31: Natural Lands
Trust Growing  Greenec
Workshop: -

For more information about
the PLUE series, contact Judy
Chambers; “Penn - Stale

. Extension Adams. County, at

717-334-6271 ext. 313 or
email her Tooat
chambers@psu.edu.

Readers may contact John
Messeder - at
fmesseder @ gburgtimes.com.




