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Dear Colleague,

It is our pleasure to send you a copy of the Conference

Proceedings for the “Uniting the Generations” international
conference that took place at Waseda University in Tokyo,

Japan, from August 2-5,2006. These pages highlight
many of the innovative and dynamic intergenerational
programs and practices that are taking root in Japan and
elsewhere around the globe.

We would like to acknowledge the many organizations

that made the conference and these proceedings possible.

This includes the major funders for the conference — the
Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (NYC
office), Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, and
the Commemorative Organization for the Japan World
Exposition 70, the publisher of the Proceedings—
Seitoku University Lifelong Learning Center, and the
30+ organizations and agencies that partnered with the
Japan Intergenerational Unity Association (JIUA), Penn
State University, and Shinshu University to organize the
conference. As noted in the back cover of the
Proceedings, these organizations include government
Ministries, local government agencies, research
institutes, academic societies, and a variety of non-profit
organizations. We also would like to acknowledge
Waseda University for providing its International
Conference Hall for the conference.

We hope these Proceedings will encourage you to join
and play an active role in the growing international
community of intergenerational professionals.

You could learn more about such opportunities for
collaboration through the websites of organizations such
as

e JIUA [http://jiva.org/2006/],

e ICIP (the International Consortium of
Intergenerational Programmes)
[http://www.icip.info/]

Generations United [http://www.gu.org/]

e Penn State University

[http://intergenerational.cas.psu.edu].

Sincerely,

Atsuko Kusano: Japan Intergenerational Unity Assoc.
Matt Kaplan: The Pennsylvania State University
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